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Abstract: Genre theory introduced in the 1980s has seen expansion of its definitions and 
analysis models in the past few decades. Previous studies reveal that our understanding of 
records (created in the course of business process) and archival description (generated as a result 
of archival processing) can benefit through the lens of genre theory. This study adopts genre-
based approach to investigating evolution of records and recordkeeping in the Unites States. 
Genre-based approach views records, recordkeeping, and archives as interconnected systems, 
and studies the impacts of records and recordkeeping practices on the formation of archival 
systems. Through close observation of sample records cases, the study presents a new narrative 
that helps to explore the formation of media-based modern archives. The study also argues that 
historical evolution of records and recordkeeping needs to be built into archival curriculum as 
archival foundation knowledge to educate future archival professionals. 
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